
From The Day I Was Inducted 

Dec. 11. 

Dec 12 

I w a s  inducted a t  the Armory i n  Baltimore and w a s  given a very 
good recept ion  by Col ------- and taken through by a very soc iab le  
Capt. 0--------  whivh a l l  i n  a l l  made i t  c o p a r i t i v r l y  easy 

After  s ign ing  my name about one hundred times I was o f f i c i a l y  
sworn i n t o  the  Navy by Commander --.I----- at 12 O'clock noon 
and given my t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  Davisv i l le  R. I. a r r i v i n g  i n  
Providence that n igh t  and s t ay ing  i n  Seekonk f o r  the  n i t e .  

Dec 13 
I repor ted  i n  a t  m v i s v i l l e  t o  Capt Rogers and a l s o  Met Comm. 
Hunter. Was assignePZ t o  t he  rec iev ing  c e n t e r  under a L t ,  Hughes 
and then recieved my f i r s t  t h r e e  shots  which t o  my supr i se  laid 
not  a f f e c t  me. I w a s  a l s o  o u t f i t t e d  t h e  same day and recieved a 
overnight  1 ibe&y repor t ing  i n  the  next  morning a t  7 O'clock 
which meant g e t t i n g  up a t  f i v e  A M. 

Dec 14 
Spent most of the day g e t t i n g  used t o  the  Navy and was n o t i f i e d  
that  J. would leave the next day f o r  Cal i fornia .  
ove m i t e  l i b e r t y  arid repor ted  back the  next  day a t  4 O'clock. 

Recieved another  

Dec 15 

Dec 16 

Dec 17 

Dec 18 

Dec. 19 

Dec 20 

Departed f r o m  the  
i n  New York a t  12:30 Aa M. L 

a i r  s t a t i o n  a t  Qyonset a t  11 o'clock a r r i v i n g  

Departed f r o m  New York a t  11 A M stopping i n  W i l l o w  Grove which i s  near 
Phisadelphia,  Cleveland, Chicago, Olai the which i s  near  Kansas 
C i t #  and by the way the headquartersn f o r  the Nats. 

Departed from n l a i t h e  4:30 A M stopping in%bJJJ-d Arizpna and 
a r r i v i n g  inOakland Cal Sunday af ternoon a t  2 o'clock. It should 
be noted that the  t r i p  w a s  made i n  a D C 3 such are used by the 
Commercial A i r l i nes .  The t r i p  w a s  very co ld  and the  Red Cross 
Caiitoens which sexwed f r e e  meals w a s  very welcome and appreciated.  
Was given a ride i n t o  Oakland b:, a leutanantand Hopped a bus f o r  
Camp Parks about t h i r t y  f i v e  miles d i s t a n t .  Arrived t h e r e  at f i v e  
o 'c lock and repor ted  i n  a t  t h e  rec iev ing  s t a t i o n  assighed a bunk 
i n  barracks #S l  and given a matLress and two b lankets  d id  not know 
what t o  do w i t h  them so  waited u n t i l  another  Joe came i n  and then 
d i d  the same as he. Nent t o  chow and again  followed the Joe i n  f r o n t  
of me a f te r  wai t ing  i n  l i n e  f o r  twenty f ive  minutes but made out  
a l l  right. 
r e t i r e d  about t e n  o 'c lock the t i m e  t h e  lights went out. 

That n igh t  went i n t o  t h e  l ibrary and wrote a l b t t e r  and 

U p  
muster which I d id  not  know w h a t  i t  was a l l  about but as before 
just  followed t h e  guy i n  f r o n t  of me. Af t e r  that was marched i n  
a group of 100 t o  take a physdcal and made out a l l  f i r s t  r a t e .  

That same morning met Capt Wilson, Com Siede l ,  Yeoman F i t s p a t r i c k  
and yeoman Pat k r t i n  a l l  good fellows. T h a t  n i t e  met Tom Mullen 
and Chief MpNeil of Boston and w a n t  t o  Oakland on l i b e r t y  and had 
a p r e t t y  good t i m e .  
experience i n  w a i t l r i S  u n  f o r  everything under the sun, Meals 
C iga re t t e s  e t c ,  

Recieved another  shot  and w a s  vaccinated by Dr.  Weber (Captain) 
Spent a few hours w i t h  Tom Mullen that n i t e  and re t i red ea r ly .  

a t  5:30 went t o  chow and then  re turned  t o  t h e  barracks t o  answer 

T h i s  was r e a l l y  my f i r s t  f u l l  Na~y  day and 



Dec 20 
Departed from Camp Parks a t  11:W A PA and f i n a l l y  l e f t  Alemeida 

Ai rpor t tha t  n i t e  a t  11:30 P Id f o r  Pea r l  Harbor on a PB 2 Y a f o u r  
engined sea  plane w i t h  f i v e  Army o f f i c e r s  , it  w a s  not iced here  
that the eihlisted man always comes las t  the h ighes t  ranking o f f i c e r  
boards the plane f i r s t  and g e t s  the bes t  s e a t s ,  The t r i p  was q u i t e  
co ld  and no one very t a l k a t i v e .  

Arrived i n  Pea r l  Harbor 1:30 P M clf'ter having s t eak  and eggs f o r  
b reak fas t  and a p r e t t y  smooth t r i p .  Checked i n  a t  the  rec iev in& 
S t a t i o n  which w a s  c a l l e d  A I E U .  Called J i m  O'Donnell and he i n  r e t u t n  
c a l l e d  Broderick who is i n  a c o l l e r e d  B a t t a l i n n  which w a s  about t o  
leave  f o r  the  South P a c i f i d  Spent the M i g h t  w i t h  O'Donnelland had a 
very p leasant  evening. 

Had chow at  7 l ' c l o c k  which w a s  f a i r  and then answered muster a t  ,:45 
and was ass igned  t o  the work d e t a i l  which cons is ted  of sweeping out 
t h e  barracks and then  swabbiny yhe deck. Checked out  a t  2 o'clock 
and went t o  the A i r  S t a t i o n  t o  await the  plane. While .wai t int  m e t  
L t .  John Shie lds  who just a r r i v e d  the  week befor as a s s i s t a n t  personea 
O A l ~ L c 8 r  a job he did no t  l i k e ,  however he secured a jeep and a pass 
f o r  me and w e  went t o  Honolulu f o r  Supper a t  Trader Vicks which i s  
supposed t o  be q u i t e  a w e l l  known e a t i n g  plaae we had a steak d inner  
f o r  three bucks which stunk. The only dr inks  w e  could ge t  w a s  rum 
and g i n  We had two Singapore S l ings  which was t h e  limit f o r  tbach 
cuttomer a l l  p laces  c losed  a t  f i v e  ib'clock. Le f t  t he re  and retunred 
t o  camp and l e f t  on a D R 5 which is a f o u r  motored cargo plane c a l l e d  
by t h e  Army C54at 8:30 P M stopping a t  the  Johnston I s l a n d s  where 
we had something t o  e a t  and not  bad, l e f t  there and stopped i n  K m j l i e n  
which i s  a God forsaken place just a leveh -5sland and nothing t o  see 
o r  do, l e f t  t h e r e  and a r r i v e d  i n  Guam on Dec 24 a t  1:30 pm. l o s i n g  a 
day because of the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Date l i n e  

Arrived a t  Guam a t  1:SO pm. Taken t o  the F i f t h  Brigade Headquarter6 
and met Corn Clark t h e  Executive O f l i c e r  and w a s  assighed t o  a t e n t  
withe t h r e e  o t n e r  f r l l o w s  one Don Fransditsco from Cranston a l l  p r e t t y  
good fe l lows Trying t o  be non commital I f i n a l l y  faun$ o u t  frome the  
o f f i c e  f o r c e  that my mission was known because the l e t t e r  t o  the  
Capt was opened by the c l e rks .  Had chow which w a s  f a i r  however did not 
have t o  wai tnin l i n e .  It being Xmas Eve most every one waa doing 
p r e t t y  gond and having a good t i m e  on beer  had a few w i t h  some bB t h e  
fe l lows  and went t o  midnite m a m a  a t  the 515+, CBs 11, w a s  a beautif 'ul  
moonlight n i t e  and very impressive out  in the open under palm t r e e s  
and a bearntiful s t age  su5,posed t o  be one of t h e  bes t  i n  t he  P a c i f i c  
Many o f  the  boys recieved communion me also, Retired about 2 am with 
my c l o t h e s  on because I had no blanltet o r  ma t t r e s s  f o r  my bunk. 

Dec 28 

Dec 22 

Dec 24 



Dec 25 
Christmas Day 

Up a t  8 a m  and had chow g r a p e f r u i t  j u i ce  past t o a s t i e s  
and s m a l l  banannaa about f o u r  inches lbng, had d inne r  turkey awe- 
about 1 pm and it was v e r  good. The Capt H i l t e r b i d l e  c a l l e d  me i n  
the morning and w a s  supr i sed  t o  f i n d  that that  he was publ ic  works 
o f f i c e r  a t  Newport r e l i e v i n e  Corn Halloran. Talked over my assignment 
w i t h  h i m  and m e t  L t  Lawerence who married a g i r l  in Newport when he 
was t he re .  The e n l i s t e d  men opened t h e i r  c l u b  a t  2 pm and f r e e  bee r  
( S c h l i t z )  w a s  served w i t h  sandwiches u n t i l  9 pm and a l s o  the red c r o s s  
gave out  a box conta in ing  a note book two packages o f n c i g a r e t t e s  two 
bags of candy and come pos t  cards.  Ret i red about t e n  pm 

UP a t  7 am had chow p r e t t y  good and then had my th i rd  typhoid shot 
a t  the h o s p i t a l  of t he  25T81 C b  Bat ta l ion.  

Dec 26 


